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,A legal age for marijuana urged
~ome recent letters have sug-

gested that those who want to see
marijuana ~egalized' also want to
see what wide spread use of the
substance by young people. That is
not so.

Legalizing use by persons of
legal age would be a matter of
personal choice.

Some blame "soft" drugs for
creating apathy. But one study re-
ported by the editors of Consumer
Report (March, 1975) noted "the data
clearly indicates that the long-term
marijuana use did not produce

demonstrable intellectual or ability
deficits. "

It's estimated there are 120,000
Albertans who regulady use mari-
juana. They are ordinary citizens
but they must live in fear of arrest
because they choose to use marijua-
na' which I believe is a relatively
harmless substance compared to
alcohol.

Education into the effects of the
use of any substance is the best
way to prevent its abuse and use.
This education is best done by par-
ents.

Increasing legal penalties is not
an effective means of reducing use
of marijuana. In the 50 years that
marijuana has been illegal in Cana-
da, the fines for arrest of marijuana .-
have steadily risen and so has the
use of it.

In Oregon, one of IIJ American
states to decriminalize marijuana,
use actually decreased in the sec-
ond year after decriminalization in
1973 by I per cept. .

A. D. CHARBONNEAU,
Director,

Alberta Legalization of Cannabis
COmmittee,

Calgary.
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sure on the optic nerve.
Glaucoma is a painful

disease that can end in
blindness. Several
studies, however, have
indicatedmarijauana
reduces the pressme on
the optic nerve, prevalt-
iug the disease from
worsening.

Earlier this year, Mrs.

WICHITA, Kan. (UP!)
- Ara Cron, a 53-year-
old gray-haired woman
with a soft voice, is
angry, bitter and dis-
gusted with the federal
government because it
refused to let her smoke
marijuana legally.

"My, yes, I'd much
rather have marijuana

than surgery," she said
Sunday in a telephone
interview.

Mrs. Cron is some-
thing of an expert both
on marijuana and sur-
gery in the treatment of

. glaucoma, a hereditCIry
eye disease in which
fluid builds up behind
the eye tausing pres-

Cron's glaucoma took a
turn for the the worse.
She had severe head-
aches and intense pain
around her eyes. Her
vision became worse
each day.

Her doctor suggested
surgery, but Mrs. Cron
held back. Instead. she
asked the federal gov-
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ernment to let her use
marijuana.

Mrs. Cron waited pa-
tiently for six months.
But the pressure behind
her eyes kept increasing
and she could wait no

'longer. She underwent
surgery in June to
reduce the pressure. The
operation cost her part
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of her vision.
. "I'm very resentful
that I couldn't have the
marijuana instead of the
operation," Mrs. Cron
said. "I've lost some
sight since the opera-
tion. I can't see without
my glasses at all now
and with them I don't
see too well:'


