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circuit. Again, said Stroup, since
it was a habit used by non whites,
white, middle-class society
looked upon marijuana with su~~
picion. '

astThursday. ' "";;'npot research and ili.;y.~~ con-
Stroup 'attacked government in- cIuded that it is not dangerous."
action in decriminalizing mari- Stroup added.
juan~. "It doesn't make sense to' Other groups, ,such as the
treat us like criminals. We don't American Bar Associa1fton and
deserve to be misclassified as the Consumer's Union have
criminals," said Stroup.

Stroup, a Washington D.C. ~,,,
'

k"' , '.
" , ' .k .. ,lawyer, is president ofthe Na- ma es no sense 0 rea us I e crImInas.

tional Organization'for-the Re- IAI d 'f d , b . , .1: d'
form of Marijuana Laws w.e on ' eserve 0 e mlsc aSSlTe

,(NORML). NORML has been
,lobbying governments for

, changes in marijuana laws and
has been successful in having
cannabis decriminalized in sev-
eral American States.

"NORML represents the can-
nabis smoker wherever public
policy is made. We're sort of like
a Ralph Nader and ACLU (Am-
erican Civil Liberties Union) for
smokers," Stroup said.

Cannabis
dangers
exaggerated

The dangers of cannabis use
have been greatly exagerated
over the last forty years, Stroup
noted. He said most studies find-
ing cannabis dangerous have
been obviously slanted. He cited
a study which linked marijuana
use with brain damage in mon-
keys. '

However, he said, the monkeys
were "force fed the equivalent of
200 joints a day", an amount far
greater than that consumed by
human users.

"If grass is'dangerous, I want
to know," he said, "but give
consumers the unbiased truth
and the right to choose".

"As it stands, marijuana is
probably less dangerous than

chem-
otherapy in treating cancer.

'unfortunately, Stroup said,
because cannabis is listed in the
same category as heroin, it can-
not be used legally for any med-

come out in favour of decriminal-
~ing cannabis.

"Marijuana use is not a health
question. Even if it was a danger-
ous tobacco, it still would not
make sense to make it illegal." he
said.

Cannabis is habituating, like
any other pleasurable activity
such as TV, bot it is not addic-
tive, he said.

Use of grass isn't a newphen-
omena either. It has been culti-
vated and used almost as long as
people have been around and it
was used itl'China and India as
both a medicine and intoxicant.

Stroup noted the first settlers
to come to America in 1611 grew
cannabis, for its fibre, which was
used' in rope, clothing and sail
cloth but cultivation of cannabis
for its fibre dwindled with the
'introduction of cotton.

But it was still grown for
medicinal purposes and was the
official U.S. pharmocopia. until
1941, Stroup said.

ERective in

treatm.nt
In fact, be pointed out. mari-

juana has 6een shown effective in
controlling several diseases in-
cluding glaucoma, a condition
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icallpurposes. NORML, lie said,
was petitioning the federal gov-
ernment in the U.S. to have it
re-classified so it could be used in
treatment of disease.

"It is an idiotic infringement
on the rights of people who need
cannabis, not for pleasure, but
out of necessity", he said.

Why then, if cannabis is rela-
tively harmless and perhaps even
beneficial, is it illegal?

There are'according to Stroup,
several reasons, none ofwhich
have anything to do with its
alleged dangerousness.

The f11'stuse of marijuana as
an intoxicant in American was by
Mexican farm labourers who
were brought north around 1900.
White Americans, in what
Stroup characterized as a typical,
xenophobic and racist reaction,
looked upon marijuana use as a

~

The push for criminilization of
cannabis came during the early
1930's.-Around 1931 it became
apparent the prohibition against
alcohol would soon be ending
and government prohibition
agents realized they would soon
be out of a job, Stroup noted.
Harry Anslinger, in charge of the
prohibition department, created'
a campaign against marijuana.
His department started releasing
phony horror stories about mar-
ijuana and its users. At the same

legal.
But Anslinger wanted a nation

wide federal law, mainly because
it would be easier for his depart-
ment to obtain federal funding.

In what Stroup termed "legi-
slative carelessness" , congress
passed the Marijuana Tax Act.
He ,noted only one expert, a Dr.
Woodward, spoke before con-
gress. When Wp<?dwardbegan to
speak against the law, he was,
according to Stroup, "told to
shut up".

The only other evidence pre-
sented at the hearings, said
Stroup, were a few press clip-
pings.

In 1970 former president
Nixon passed the Controlled
Substances Act which, for the
first time, placed marijuana in
the same category as heroin and
provided severe penalties for its
use. Stroup said Nixon did
this

Pot-law
reformer busted

Keith Stroup, Presidentofthe NationalOrganizationfor the
Reform of Marijuana Laws, was arrested and charged with
po~session of cannabis while in Calgary.

He was busted last Tuesday while going through Canadian
Customs at the airport, carrying a small amount of high quality
maui grass.

"He has only travelled outside the U.S. once before. I guess it
never occurred to him that when he was coming to Calgary he
would have to go through a customs check," said Blair Redlin,
Students' Union Academic Vice President. Redlin was to drive
Stroup to the university where he was to speak that evening.

After going through a skin search at the airport, Stroup was
taken to the RCMP jail on 16th Avenue, but was released after
the Students' Union raised $300 for bail.

The next morning in court, Stroup reserved plea until
November 2, so he could consult with his counsel.
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