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C.B.A. REPORT

The Canadian Bar Association will be taking a position on the legalization of Cannabis at their annual August meeting in Halifax. We in-
tend to forward pro-legalization literature to each member of the c.B.A.
BECOME INVOLVED

We encourage all ALCC members to write to their member or'parliament expressing their views on legalization. Please forward letters to:
Mr. Harvie Andre, MP Calgary Centre
104 - 52417 Ave. S.W.

Mr. Eldon Wooliams, MP Calgary North
229 - 81816 Ave. N.W.

Mr. Peter Bawden, MP Calgary South
5th Floor 640 8 Ave. S.W.

PARAQUAT TEST KITS

Paraquat Test Kits have been selling briskly at Boodlum and Charisma, two downtown locations. We've had rumours of contaminated
pot in Calgary but so far nothing to substantiate the rumours. Rolling Stone (June 1/78) has printed a warning against ineffective test kits
now on the market. ALCC kits have been found to be capable of detecting paraquat as low as 3 parts per million (ppm) in concentration.
(Write for details on how we determined this.) In 13seizures of marijuana from the southwest United States, the American Drug Enforce-
ment Agency (DEA) identified paraquat contamination ranging from 3 to 2,264 ppm with an average contamination of 452 ppm. We're
marketing these test kits for two reasons: to provide a service to cannabis smokers and to raise money for the ALCc. We hate to sound
commercial, but it's a damn good kit.
GRANT

In our last newsletter we reported that we applied for a grant from the Alberta Law Foundation. We were not successful. However, the
Edmonton chapter of the ALCC received $6400 for the establishment of an office and salaries for staff.
THE POT PARTY

There is a new federal party in the making called the Pot Party. Memberships are available for $2.00 and donations to the party are tax
deductible. For further information, please write:

Mr. Lorne S. Jones
Box #5
Lister Rd.
Hefley Creek, B.C. VOE 120

Mr. Jones will be conducting a speaking tour of the west in the near future.
ALBERTA'S SENTENCING HARSHEST IN CANADA

If you have been arrested for possession of marijuana in Alberta, you are less likely to get an absolute or conditional discharge than
anywhere in Canada. These discharges have been provided by Parliament so that persons charged with possession need not receive a
criminal record nor be fined. Alberta judges seem to be reluctant to give absolute and conditional discharges according to statistics from
the Department of National Health and Welfare (1976). Only 217 out of the total of 6683 sentenced were given discharges (30/0).Ontario
judges gave out the largest percentage of discharges (38%), followed closely by Manitoba (37%).
If you have been arrested for possession of marijuana, especially the first time, then take note. If you feel that a criminal record will harm
your life and career, then we strongly urge you to say so, when given the opportunity in court. Ask for a discharge! Chances are slim that
you'll get one in Calgary, but what the hell - what have you got to lose? If everyone who qualifies asks for a discharge, eventually the
number of discharges given may rise.
FIRST ANNUAL ALCC CONFERENCE

Alberta is proving to be a source of leaders in the movement to legalize cannabis. Among upcoming events, there will a conference in
Camrose this summer (not Red Deer as mentioned in our previous newsletter). The dates are June 24-25. The purpose of the conference is
to showsupport for the new Camrose ALCC and to initiate a general exchange of ideas. If any members are aware of people outside
Calgary who wish to form a local ALCC in their town, please ask them to contact us.

PHILOSOPHY CORNER - WHO GOES THERE, FRIEND OR FOE?

In any war it is always wise to know your opponent. In the war against existing cannabis laws, it must be emphasized that the enemy is not
"law enforcement", but rather, the law itself. Not surprisingly, attitudes of the public towards the police are in many ways dependent on
the quality of the laws being enforced. There is a vast difference between the actions of "classic pig" and the actions of a good cop doing
hisjob. Unfortunately this distinction has become somewhat obscured in recent years. Part of the reason for this is the direct concern to
the ALCc. Few marijuana smokers would argue that a major by-product of our antiquated cannabis laws has been a lack of respect, not
only for the law in general, but also for those responsible for enforcing the laws - namely, your friendly neighbourhood police officers.
Traditionally, the local constabulary is cast in the role of protector against such social evils as murder, rape and theft. But as far as can-
nabis users are concerned, the police are simply "out to get them" for the heinous crime of indulging in a mild social drug which lacks
either the devastating effects of alcohol or the addiction of tobacco. Who among us can respect such an irrational law? The sooner mari-
juana becomes a legal alternative to presently accepted social drugs, the sooner law enforcement officials will be restored to their position
as "the good guys". In the meantime, try to keep an objective outlook on the situation. Even a cop might want the law changed.
FUTURE BULLETINS
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Some time in the near future we hope to expand the format of our Bulletin to include suggestions and letters from the membership. If you
have any comments or criticisms to send in, by all means please do it. This is your organization - let's put your ideas into print.
TABLES TURNED

A boat was seized off the coast of the State of Washington and 30 tons of marijuana were confiscated by the coast guard. Because there
were no facilities aboard large enough to burn that quantity of marijuana. it was taken to a lumber mill near Seattle to be burned in a large
sawdust incinerator. While being burned, a flock of Arctic Tern flew over the incinerator. Medical experts, curious about the effects mat
the marijuana might have had on the birds, captured some of them for examination. The conclusion of their investigation: no Tern was
left unstoned.

MAlLIN G DISCONTINUED

Because of the increasing mailing costs, future bulletins will not be mailed to members. Bulletins and other information will be made
available at the following locations: Boodlum, Charisma, Classic Bookstore (Chinook), Kelly's (71 Ave. S.E.), Laughing Rooster (North
and South), Mountain Music, Mother's Music, Wizard TV, Sound Swap, and others.
HELP!

The ALCC is working for the reform of marijuana laws but we cannot work without your help. Help yourself by helping us. Have your
friends join. Write politicians. The ALCC (Calgary) is a non-profit public interest group registered under the Societies Act of Alberta and
run completely by volunteers. Memberhips are one dollar each and donations are welcome.
Write: Alberta Legalization of Cannabis Committee (ALCC)
P.O. Box 96, Station 0 Box 115
Calgary T3A 205 Student's Union Bldg.

University of Alberta
Edmonton T60 217
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4908 - 44 St.
Camrose, Alberta
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