
ALBERTALEGALIZATfON OF CANNABIS COMMITTEE

!:(CALGARY)~

November 18, 1977

Honorable Roy ~arran
402 Legislative Buildings
Edmonton, Alberta
T5K 2B6

Dear Sir:

I am writing on behalf of the Alberta Legalization of
Cannabis Committee. We formed under the Societies Act about
ten months ago and now have over one thousand members in
Edmonton and Calgary. Our membership is small compared with
the number of people we feel that we speak for. If the de-
partment of Health and Welfare's statistics are applied to
Alberta, then there are over one hundred and twenty thousand
regular users of marijuana in Alberta. We hope to have most
of them included in our growing membership.

These people are ordinary citizens who live in fear of
arrest because they choose to use marujuana as relaxant and
socializer, rather than alcohol which is proved to be harmful
and to be involved in many crimes and traffic accidents.

+t ~s co~onl¥ thought that legalization ~nd decriminaliz-
ation of marijuana \'JOuldencourage its'-use. Theexperienceof
Oregon, one of the American states to decriminalize the simple
possession of marijuana, is to the contrary. In the first year
after decriminalization, 1973, there was only one half percent
increase, and in the second year a decrease of one percent.
Ten states have now decriminalized the ppssession of Marijuana.
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Prohibition of marijuana is not an effective means of con-
trolling the distribution and abuse of this substance. As the
leader of the Progressive Conservative party of Canada, Joe
Clarke says in his statement for decriminalization: "Obviously
the law is not serving as a deterrent to use, and is resulting
in many young people carrying criminal records for what accounts
to a social practice ...".
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Prohibition only increases the public tax burden as a
result the cost of arrests and courts. As you know the in-
crease in cannabis arrests was fifty five percent last year
in Alberta. Prevention of abuse of marijuana can only be
achieved through education of our youn~ so that they may make
sensible decisions. Distribution can be best controlled by
the government of Alberta. The resulting profits would de-
crease the tax burden rather than increasing it as is now the
case. Not only are the,profits of the distribution of mauij-
uana now going into the hands of criminals, but usually those
criminals are in other countries and that hardly helps our
balance of trade.

vIe realize that our long journey towards legalization must
begin with one step. We hope that you will help us with that
step because we feel that our only hope is through those who
represent us. That first step is to see a federal law admin-
istered equally to all Canadians. In many places in Canada,
conditional discharges are given as a result of arrests of those
in possession of marijuana for the first time but in Alberta
very often the minimum sentence is a three hundred dollar fine.
We would sincerely appreciate your comments on this situation,

Yours very truly,

A~ DAVID CHARBONNEAU
A Director of A.L.C.C.
Calgary, Alberta


