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Dear Sheldon:

My legislative assistant, Patrick Howe, tells me that
you were phoning recently to obtain my views on the
marijuana question; I regret that you were unable to
get through to me at that time.

With respect to this issue, I feel strongly that the
present law is not serving as a deterrent to,the use
of marijuana and is resulting in many young people
carrying criminal records for what amounts to a social
practice among their generation.

My views are supported by the most recent Statistics
Canada figures which show 57,465 recorded offences for
simple possession of marijuana in 1976. I do not feel
that Canadian law enforcement agencies and the courts
should be burdened by this continuing deluge of cases
involving simple possession.

The controversy about the use of marijuana is not aided
to any great degree by the fact that the scientific
community is largely split into two broad groups:
those who feel that marijuana is an extremely dangerous
drug from medical, psychological, and social standpoints;
and those who feel, conversely, that marijuana is con-
siderably less mazardous than many other drugs such as
heroin, amphetamines,p.1coho1, and tobacco. There seems
some agreement, howev~r, that marijuana use entails a
certain degree of health risk. But there is not agree-
ment on the dosages required to cause a health hazard.

. . 2

.



2.

In my view, a drug education programme would be far more
beneficial and economical in attacking the problem than
using law enforcement agencies and the courts.

In conclusion, my position is that simple possession
of marijuana should be "decriminalized" under other
legislation. Trafficking, of course, would remain a
criminal offence.

I hope this satisfactorily responds to your query.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

/
Joe Clark

-,


